Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 23, 2018 – Setting One

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”
Matthew 20:28

Look at this picture and love it. There is not
greater bondage or form of service than
that the Son of God should be the servant
and should bear the sin of everyone,
however poor and wretched or despised.
What an amazing thing it would be if some
great king’s son should go into a beggar’s
hut to nurse him in his illness, wash off his
filth, and do all the things that otherwise
the beggar would have to do. All the world
would gape with open mouths, noses,
ears, and eyes, and could never think and
talk enough about it. Would that not be a
wonderful humility?
Therefore it would be well to sing, talk, and
preach of this forever, and on our part to
love and praise God for so gracious a gift.
But what does it mean? The Son of God
becomes my servant and humbles himself
so much that he carries even my afflictions
and my sin—yes, the whole world’s sin and
death he takes on himself, saying to me,
“You are not longer a sinner, but I, I myself,
step into your place. You have not sinned;
I have. The whole world lies in sin, but you
are not in sin, but I am. All your sin shall be
upon me, and not on you.”
No one can comprehend it. In the life
hereafter we shall have a knowledge of
the love of God and gaze upon it in eternal
blessedness.
—Martin Luther, sermon on John 1

Welcome

We are glad you have joined us today! Your children are welcome in church. When needed, a nursery is available during the
service. Large print bulletins and hearing assist are available from the ushers. LSB refers to the Lutheran Service hymnal in
the pew rack.

Hymn

LSB 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

Entrance Psalm		

[Psalm37:5-7; antiphon Psalm 37:4]

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in him, and he will act.

He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.

Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him;
fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,
over the man who carries out evil devices!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Please stand.

Confession & Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
a Amen. [Matt 28:19b; 18-20]

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [1 John 1:8-9]
Quiet time for self-examination and confession
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. Most merciful God, we confess
that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. [John 20:19-23]
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Lord, Have Mercy

[Mark 10:47, Setting IV]

Please be seated.

[Luke 2:14; John 1:29]

The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah:
he Lord made it known to me and I knew;
then you showed me their deeds.
But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
I did not know it was against me
they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name be remembered no more.”
But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously,
who tests the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have I committed my cause.

Readings from God’s Word

T

Hymn of Praise–Gloria

[Jeremiah 11:18-20]

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Reading is from James:
ho is wise and understanding among you? By his good
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of
wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.
This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and
selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile
practice. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good
fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is
it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You
desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture
says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made
to dwell in us”? But he gives more grace. Therefore it says,
“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn
and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and he will exalt you. [James 3:13–4:10]
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

W

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you. [1 Timothy 4:22]
Let us pray…[silence for individual prayer] O God, whose strength is
made perfect in weakness, grant us humility and childlike
faith that we may please You in both will and deed; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please stand to greet the Gospel reading singing the Alleluia verse. [John 6:68]

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark:

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

T

hey went on from there and passed through Galilee.
And he did not want anyone to know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going
to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill
him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.”
But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid
to ask him.
And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the
house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the
way?” But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued
with one another about who was the greatest. And he
sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant
of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst of
them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and
whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent
me.” [Mark 9:30-37]
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Children’s Talk

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on this
day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you
and singing:
The Holy, Holy, Holy
The Words of Our Lord

[Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9]

[Mark 10:14-16; Matt 19:14; Luke 18:16-17]

Please sit. The children are invited forward for a message
based on today’s Scripture readings led by Laurel Weddle.

Hymn

LSB 547 The Lamb

Sermon
Our Confession of Faith

Please stand to confess the Apostles’ Creed printed on the inside back
cover of the hymnal.
Prayer of the Church

[1 Timothy 2:1-4]

…let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Those for whom we pray are listed on the Life at Faith insert.

Gathering of the Offering
Mark 9:32 – “But they did not understand the saying and
were afraid to ask him.” The disciples really do hold up a
mirror to our faces and force us to see ourselves: misunderstanding, afraid, confused. But the Word of God
is clear if only we will listen with open ears. What was
blocking the disciples’ ears? The Gospels tell us time and
again: they did not expect a suffering Christ, and so when
Jesus spoke of suffering they plugged their ears and
didn’t listen, and so they ended up confused and scared.
What about us? What’s in the Word of God that we find
hard to hear and contrary to our desires and expectations? That might just be exactly what we need to hear.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: this is my + body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this is my + blood of the New Testament, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
[Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25]

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
[1 Cor 11:26; Rev 22:20]

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead,
Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is
Please be seated and place completed attendance cards in the offering plate, in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
then stand as the gifts are brought to the altar and sing:
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
Hymn
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
LSB 706 Love in Christ is Strong and Living
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. [Matt 6:9-13]
Sacrament of the Altar
[2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]

Lamb of God				

[John 1:29]

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers.
Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns

The Lord’s Supper is a meal for disciples of Jesus who have been baptized and
taught (as our Lord says in Matthew 28). Those who have confessed their sins,
acknowledge Jesus as their Savior from sin, believe that with the bread and the
wine Christ truly gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, desire to
commit themselves to Him in loving obedience, and share the faith confessed at
this altar, are welcome to participate. If you have any doubts or questions about
the gift of the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you consult with the pastor or an elder.
Children are invited to come to the altar with their parents to receive a blessing.
The wine is served first by individual cups. The right side of the individual cup
tray contains diluted wine. If you desire to commune from the common cup please
extend both hands in an open position. The pastor will bring the gifts to you in
your seat, please inform an usher or the pastor as needed.
LSB 725 Children of the Heavenly Father
LSB 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

When all have communed, please stand.

Post Communion Song

Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray…one God, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements

[Galatians 6:10]

Benediction

[Numbers 6:24-26]

Please refer to the Life@Faith insert for upcoming events.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you + peace. Amen.

Hymn

LSB 918 Guide Me , O Thou Great Redeemer

Postlude
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